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State lawmakers on verge of blowing March 1 deadline for passing plan to write legislative district boundaries

No vote this week, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver says. 

By Kenneth Lovett 

Monday, February 27, 2012, 1:19 AM

ALBANY — State lawmakers are on the verge of blowing a self-imposed March 1 deadline for passing a plan to rewrite state and congressional legislative district boundaries.

“There will not be a vote this week,” Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver said Sunday. “There is no agreement on congressional lines.”

Under the once-a-decade redistricting process, the Senate and Assembly each draw the district lines for their own houses, but have to agree on the congressional lines. The hope had been to introduce legislation on Monday so it can be voted on Thursday after the Legislature returns from its midwinter break.

Complicating the issue is the fact that the state is set to lose two of its 29 congressional members because of census changes.

One Republican and one Democratic district are expected to be axed.

Silver (D-Manhattan) and aides to Gov. Cuomo and the GOP-controlled Senate say there is still no deal on future measures to change the redistricting process. Silver said talks are progressing.

Cuomo has threatened to veto the Legislature’s redistricting plan.

The delay is promising to wreak havoc on the upcoming primary elections.

A federal judge recently moved the congressional primaries to June 26, up from Sept. 11, meaning candidates must begin circulating nominating petitions on March 20. But right now, those considering running don’t even know what the districts will look like.

Further muddling matters, a three-judge federal panel is preparing to name a special master to draw the lines if the Legislature can’t get it done, a possibility Silver would not rule out.

Meanwhile, community leaders who are fighting to create a congressional district that would represent the city’s growing Latino community led a march Sunday from Inwood to the Bronx.

“The numbers speak for themselves,” said upper Manhattan City Councilman Ydanis Rodriguez, noting there are 2.1 million Latinos in the city and only two congressional seats held by Latinos.
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